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Q: My son in high school is looking at
options for college. He’s an excellent
student and active in a variety of
extracurricular activities. Does Bluebonnet
Electric Cooperative offer any scholarships
for which he might qualify?
A: Great to hear that your son is thinking about
his future! We love assisting aspiring leaders and
offer two youth programs that he may find of
interest.
First, the Government-in-Action Youth Tour
offers two lucky high school students (in 10th,
11th or 12th grade) the opportunity to travel to
Washington, D.C., to tour our nation’s capital.
Each student selected to represent Bluebonnet on
the tour also receives a $500 scholarship during
his or her senior year. During the chaperoned trip,
students visit the U.S. Capitol, meet members
of Congress and see historical sites such as
the Lincoln Memorial and the Smithsonian

Institution museums. Before the Washington
trip, the winners tour the Texas Capitol and
Bullock Texas State History Museum in Austin.
Applicants must live in the home of a parent
or legal guardian who is a current Bluebonnet
member with an active account and who resides
in Bluebonnet’s service area (including city
limits that are within Bluebonnet’s service area).
The student must be available to participate in
the Washington tour June 8-17, 2016. Students
in accredited home extended study programs are
eligible to apply. Applications are due by Jan.
29, 2016, so make sure your son applies soon. If
he is chosen as a finalist, he must participate in
an oral presentation and personal interview at 6
p.m. Feb. 8, 2016 in Bastrop.

The second opportunity is our Scholarships
of Excellence program for high school students
planning to pursue a trade and technical
certificate, an associate’s degree in a vocational
field or a bachelor’s degree. This year,
Bluebonnet will award 25 $2,500 trade and
technical scholarships and 25 $2,500 academic
scholarships. Applicants must be a graduating
high school senior and must live in the home
of a parent or legal guardian who is a current
Bluebonnet member with an active account and
resides in Bluebonnet’s service area (including
city limits that are within Bluebonnet’s service
area). Graduating seniors in accredited home
extended study programs are eligible to apply.
The deadline is March 25, 2016.
Scholarships of Excellence requirements and
applications are available through area high
school counselors and vocational instructors, at
any of Bluebonnet’s five member service centers
in Bastrop, Brenham, Giddings, Lockhart and
Manor and online at bluebonnet.coop. Hover over
the Community tab, and click on Scholarships.
Questions? Call Karen Urban at 512-332-7961
or email Karen.urban@bluebonnet.coop.
— Karen Urban,
community and development
administrative assistant

Four co-op board seats
up for election in 2016

B

luebonnet Electric Cooperative members interested
in running for one of four Board of Directors seats up
for election this year have until Feb. 10, 2016 to turn
in their applications. The election will be held during the coop’s Annual Meeting on May 10, 2016.
Bluebonnet’s Board is made up of 11 directors who represent seven districts and serve staggered three-year terms. The
four seats up for election represent District 1 — Caldwell,
Guadalupe, Gonzales and Hays counties; District 3 — Bastrop County; District 5 — Burleson County; and District 7 —
Washington County.
Candidates can be nominated either by presenting an application for nomination with at least 50 signatures from co-op
members in their respective districts or by paying a $250
filing fee in certified funds.
To run for the Board, candidates must be at least 21
years old and a co-op member in good standing, agree to a
background check and meet other qualifications outlined in
Bluebonnet’s bylaws, which are available at bluebonnet.coop.
Hover your cursor over the “About” tab on the home page,
click on “Leadership” in the drop-down bar and then click on
the “Becoming a Director” link.
Application for nomination forms are available at the coop’s member service centers in Bastrop, Brenham, Giddings,
Lockhart and Manor and online at bluebonnet.coop, under the
“About” tab and then “Reports & Forms” in the drop-down
bar.
All candidates’ petitions, filing fees and application for
nomination forms must be submitted at any Bluebonnet
member service center by 4 p.m. Feb. 10, 2016.
For more information, call a Bluebonnet member service
representative at 800-842-7708 from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
bluebonnet.coop
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Red Rock Community Center grant

Congratulations to Red Rock Community Center Inc., which received a
$32,967 community development grant from the Lower Colorado River
Authority and Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative. The money will help
fund improvements, including a new septic system, perimeter fence,
new concrete sidewalks and a ramp and rails for accessibility. Originally
built as a public school in 1929, the center now serves as a meeting
place for nonprofits, an education training center and a polling location
for elections. Applications for the LCRA’s next round of grants are due
Jan. 31. Information: www.lcra.org/cdpp. Unless otherwise noted, those
pictured are with the Red Rock Community Center. From left: Wayne
Pease, board member, Johnny Sanders (Bluebonnet), James Kershaw
(Bluebonnet board member), Barbara Pennington, secretary/treasurer,
Lori A. Berger (LCRA board member), Bonnie Shimek, vice president,
Rick Arnic (LCRA) and Karen Rankin (LCRA).
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