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overturned in yards where homes once stood.
He thought of Easton, his 5-year-old son waiting
at home, and the fire after a thunderstorm that
destroyed the Fritsche family’s home in Dime
Box when he was in junior high.
“I know what it’s like to have only the clothes
on your back,” Fritsche said.
The burn zone, already filled with firefighters
and first responders, was crowded but orderly.
As many as 225 Bluebonnet employees and contractors were inspecting and cutting burned trees,
removing and replacing poles, stringing wires,
installing transformers and making the work
zone safe. Power was restored quickly because
of Bluebonnet’s advanced technology, Fritsche
said. Crews evaluated what needed to be done,
entered the information into their laptops, ordered materials — poles, transformers, and wire
— and had them delivered. In a few hours, each
individual job was finished.
Bluebonnet’s Member Service Center in
Bastrop remained open Saturday, Oct. 17, and
Sunday, Oct. 18, to answer questions and help
members displaced by the fire.
Power was fully restored at 4 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 19, but Rose knew co-op members would
still need help. So Bluebonnet created a team led
by co-op project manager Tommy Higgins to
reach out to members whose homes and property
were damaged and let them know how Bluebonnet would help. Higgins lost his home in the
2011 fires and knew what the members whose
lives had been upended by the fire were going
through, the questions they would have and what
they’d need.
On Tuesday, Oct. 20, one week after Rose
learned about a small pasture fire, the control
center at headquarters was re-opened. Rose announced that Bluebonnet would donate $50,000
to the Bastrop Long Term Recovery Team, a
nonprofit that helps uninsured or underinsured
Bastrop County residents who suffer loss in
disasters.
Storms and remnants of a record-setting
Pacific hurricane soaked Bastrop County a few
days later. The Hidden Pines fire was declared
contained on Sunday, Oct. 25. Sixty-four homes
and 4,582 acres burned, but there were no deaths.

Co-op board seats up for election in 2016

B

Earl Nottingham photo/Texas Parks & Wildlife
ABOVE: A DC-10, the largest of all firefighting aircraft, drops flame retardant on the
Hidden Pines Fire to help contain the blaze.

HIDDEN PINES FIRE BY THE NUMBERS
Location: Bastrop County, near Smithville
Duration: Oct. 13-Oct. 25 (contained),
Oct. 28 (controlled), 2015
Restoration: All power restored by
Oct. 19, 2015

4,582
440+ Fire-related power outages
state and
263 Local,
federal firefighters
6 Blackhawk helicopters
2 Chinook helicopters
helicopters — one from Travis
2 Other
County Star Flight, another from the
Acres burned

Department of Public Safety

4 Single engine air tankers
2 Large air tankers

1 DC-10 (VLAT or very large air tanker)
41 Fire trucks
saved within
113 Homes
the fire footprint
employees and
225 Bluebonnet
contractors in the field
64 Homes destroyed
45 Power poles replaced

66 Miles of lines in fire zone
and hazardous trees
1,957 Burned
tagged by Bluebonnet

1,389

Trees removed by Bluebonnet
as of Nov. 8, 2015

Sources: Texas A&M Forest Service,
Bluebonnet, Bastrop County Office of
Emergency Management
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Rose praised his team publicly and privately.
The leadership of Bastrop County officials —
County Judge Paul Pape, Sheriff Terry Pickering, Commissioner Clara Beckett, Emergency
Management Coordinator Mike Fisher and state
Rep. John Cyrier — was “outstanding,” he said.
Driving into the burn zone, Rose wasn’t
surprised by what he saw. He had spent weeks in
the massive Bastrop County Complex fire zone
in 2011.
“But this wasn’t the story of 2011,” he said.
“That was so big and so hot and devastating that
firefighters didn’t have the ability to fight it. It
burned through and they came in behind and
did the best to fight it on the edges. They fought
this (Hidden Pines) fire driving down streets and
among broken trees.
“I saw smoldering embers and sparks and
I’m thinking, ‘Men and women came in here at
night and fought this fire.’ It was unbelievable.
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LEFT: With the guidance of arborists, crews
place orange tags on burned trees that are
deemed a safety hazard and need to be
removed. After the fire, teams marked more
than 1,900 damaged trees for removal.
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I already had a healthy appreciation for what
firefighters do, but in that situation I just don’t
have any words for it. I heard so many people
ask, ‘Who the hell does that?’
“I saw what those men and women do and the
phenomenal courage to be there saving peoples’
homes in woods that are burning at night with
smoke all around them.
“So our work is important and it has an element of danger to it — especially with falling
trees and energizing lines — but firefighters are
the real heroes in this story.” n
bluebonnet.coop

luebonnet members interested in serving on the co-op’s Board of Directors
can run for one of four seats up for
election during the Annual Meeting on May
10.
Candidates, who would represent one of
seven districts, can be nominated either by
presenting an application for nomination with
at least 50 signatures from co-op members in
their respective districts or by paying a $250
filing fee in certified funds.
Bluebonnet’s Board is made up of 11 directors who serve staggered three-year terms. The
four seats up for election in 2016 represent
District 1, Caldwell, Guadalupe, Gonzales and
Hays counties; District 3, Bastrop County;
District 5, Burleson County; and District 7,
Washington County.
To run for the Board, candidates must be at
least 21 years old, a co-op member in good
standing, agree to a background check and
meet other qualifications outlined in Bluebonnet’s bylaws, which are available at bluebonnet.coop. Hover your cursor over the “About”
tab on the home page, click on “Leadership”
in the drop down bar and then click on the
“Becoming a Director” link.

Application for nomination forms are available at the co-op’s member service centers in
Bastrop, Brenham, Giddings, Lockhart and
Manor and online at bluebonnet.coop, under
the “About” tab and then “Reports & Forms”
in the drop down bar.

All candidates’ petitions, filing fees and application for nomination forms must be submitted at any Bluebonnet member service center
by 4 p.m. Feb. 10. For more information, call
a member service representative at 800-8427708.

‘Lights of Tejas’ keeps a million-plus holiday bulbs glowing
COUNTING UP
THE LIGHTS OF TEJAS
1.2 million Bulbs in 2015
in 2010,
300,000 Bulbs
the first year
12,887 Attendance in 2014
Cupcakes decorated by visitors
4,200 for the birthday party for Jesus
2,100

Hours needed to set up
lights

Tree ornaments decorated

800 by visitors
607 Meals served in dining hall in 2014
Acres covered by walkways,

28 lights and activities

Average number of volunteers

T

35 who work each night

he “Lights of Tejas” display has been lighting up the faces of thousands of
holiday visitors since 2010. The light show at Tejas, a Christian retreat and
summer camp seven miles south of Giddings, is open only on certain days Nov.
27 through Dec. 29. It showcases more than 1 million lights, both outdoors and as part
of an indoor light show that celebrates the Nativity story and the joys of Christmas.
Visit camptejas.org/lot or call 979-366-2422 for directions and information about the
schedule, admission prices, overnight accommodations, dining options and activities,
including games, hayrides, zip lines and cupcake and ornament decorating.
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A couple holds hands under the
warm winter glow at Tejas near
Giddings, where more than 1 million
lights make the holidays bright.

— Ed Crowell

bluebonnet.coop

Co-op Power
December 2015 BLUEBONNET ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE Texas


25

